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A True and Faithful 


RELATION 


From The People of wee (called) Q# AKERS, 


COLCH HESTER. 


of the dealings of God with them, ſince they were cal- 
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| _- have received from men as they paſſed from death ro life. 


With a brief account of the late Cruel and unparalle14 


. diers whoſe Barbarous , and crael iohamans dealings Lowerds 
- them, are hetein related, 


Wi ith a tow words addcq for the King and his Connell 
| tO ed and conſe of, . 
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on, 40 ſees chey might find chat foul CaasfaRtion ; ar Te; 
chers pf each.way 1o 'mvch profeſied, and cheir ſouls {o; Nora el): 
red, yet the Lord beheld the integrity of their hearts a 
the many groanings of his beloved Seed, which wry 
| tothe Werke; and deceit which ill wrooghs ic ſelf jnco every 
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led to the knowledge of the truth , and of che. oppofitiens they. 


.. Soſigcin s ſultained by them,andiinflied upon.chemby the m_ | 
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he Lord required of us, that we might appear friends of Qhrift, and 
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which Gill moved, and flirred in'us, 1n judgement againſt what we 
did in that nature, and ſtate in which we knew not the living Gad, 


dimthe midi of this mol ſouls were ſorely afflited, and we 


and worſhip, and the Lord heatd in Heaven and anſwered us , 
and ſent his ſervants among ns,even the Miniſters of the eyerlaſting 
Goſpel, fitred by. his eternal ſpirit , and furniſhed with wiſdome and 
power from on high , who utrered forth the ſound , in the voice of 
the ſpicit that reached to the ſeed , rhar lay in the captivity , and it 
revivedirithe living hope of deliverance at hand; and when theſe 
faithful Meſſengers hadcurned us from the darkneſs that was come 
over us, Which vailed us from the knowledge of him whois inviſi- 
ble, andhadpreached the light of Jeſus Chriſtamongſt us, where- 
with we and all men wereenlighcned , it was given to a remnant to 
elcive., who did not harden their hearcs againſt the truth ,"and 
when Wwe had received power tobeleive in the Light, it gave ns dai- 
Iytoſce the ground and cauſe of our ſeperation from God, towit , 
fin and iniquity, which the pare God: abhorreth ; and then we lear- 
ned of the lighr'that'we muſt either be ſeperated from ſin,or elſe re- 
mait as we were' ſeperared from God, and in rhis greac freight, few 


I oh that the Lord woufd gives the certam knowledge of his 
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knew our bitter and grievous temptations, with which we were dai- 


ly accompanied. having all the wrath and fury of the Generatian of 
ungodly men, and all the diſpurations and conſultings of the corrupt 

ſelf-ſerving reaſon of our friends and acquaintance , and alſo of 
our own hearts,to deal withall, and all the reproches of the Goſpgl 


refis and Relations, all threarning as ir werevtrer rune ar once, this 
dark Cloud we had too through on the one hand, [and if 
'trirned. rhe other way , ſecking to eſcapethis Cup , by our fiſl 
walking with and conforming to this world, and the wills of men in 


- worſhip and converſation , then the Lord God of Heayen andearth 
appearedas anenemyro us, and his righreons judgemems peirced 


our hearts, andreached into our ſouls , and Rrnck vs with horror and 


amazement; ſo dreadful was his appearance that no motinain could . 


cover us nor hide ys from his preſence , ſo chat ir became 2 gloomy 
and areadful day unto us, ſo rhat'when we ſought ro t6: the chings 
cha 
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3 
thathe might be our, friend, Ae 74 , allraen became our enemies, 
and when we ſought to pleaſe men , and to be at one with them, 
chenche Lord appeared as enemy again(t us, arid his appearance was 
very terrible ; Thus was our way hedged up and we knew not what 
ta do, but which way ſoever we forecalied in.qur own, thoughts to 
take, the Lord confounded us and flopr us., that, we knew not what 
rodo inthis day of our ſad & heavy affliction.tiil at length che pow- 
er of God opened our underſtandings thus far as to ſee,that our way 
was ©O Walt upontheLord,for it muli be he that muſt direC us & lead 
us and not man, and that for that very purpoſe he hath now.raiſed.uj; 


b 


a living witneſs and Miniſter of judgement in ous, ſouls., .cthat. we 
might have ſomewhacto ſtay upsn that were certaio, and not, as.the 
voices of men were > and and uncertain So then.as many.of /*/ » 
us as were thus perſwaded , and did feel the formex firaitneſs, did Lf 
aſſemble our ſelves rogether co ſeek the Lord, whom we wanted V1 tha 
more then all chings ,; and a ſecret hope dwelc in usthat if. we fol; / © 
lowed on to knowhim , we mighe come to knaw him , ,ſo io this 
hope we mer in much fear and trembling, and much weakneſs, be- 
ing ſenfible of the ſtrengrh of che power ot darkneſs, both within and 
:thout, apd when we were met together we dare not utter words 
Deere the Lord fer his dread was vpon us., and be had purtus eo fir 
ence, | | C | F-Bige', BRL 
And whenthe People ſaw that,we quickly became a wonder-apd 
a hilling unto all ſorts of people,and all manner of contradiQtious ſpi- 
rics roſe up againſtus , againſt. whom we had no manner of might, 
but were fain co be as ſheep dumb before the ſhearer , apd not open 
our mouths, leſt if we ſhould judge themin. our own wills , the. Lord 
ſhould judge us, then O whar long furrows was plowed upon-ys. all 
ſorrs of ſpirits and peoples coming inco our Aſſemblies, mocking;re- 
viling, and diſdaimng our fooliſh mann:r of waiting upon the Lord, 
as they Counted it, . yet theſechings we bore with all patience.and 
meekneſs, for his ſaize whom we were fecking after by waitiosg for, 
neither did their revilings enter —_ us, while we kepr. quiet, and 
pattenr.,farir the ſooner weaned us from hapkering afier. the fnend- 
ſhip of this world, and we become as Pilgrims init , CELINg ſorme- 
thing which. they lcaſt of all regarded; .and-;many falſe Prophets 
came itoour Aſſemblies ſeeking to defiroy our hope , and to make 
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(4). 
us hd others belefve ther wis trimer of Way of ſeeking God 
world be alrogerher ineffeRual; atid we would be -fcatrered and 
E6rhe tonanght , and fuch like things many hiindfeds can-wirteſs 


' founded ih ottt* Afemblies , fotne« 
ritnes by Baptifs , and ſotnerimes by 
Fnceptrnis, for we were indeed 48 the of.ſcou- 


was fot divers yeats; ftec 
by Rantets ; and 


titnes 
ot rhe and 
ts of all mhedges: 7 yet” Rt: ſecrer are ſuſtzined ns «td kept 
wh, that was our Atchot, and ith patience , and that-was 
tir pen aid We' took heed tothe appeatarite of his fight and 


grace in otic hearts, and thar ofceri refteſhed ny trthe midf'dfthieſt 
refnpefls atndremprativis, and we were thereby encouraged ill 
tom rmhi, r we felcir was Tot iry vary, and when 'we had 
ati Bnotit the Lotd , he ariwvered us at14ff, and begati 
love in ws, Which ſoovetcome ts adwe were comforred 
Goa s aſt©or fottriet fottows, 4tidſwe ihtafeH#in) fſbht aid ti 
poet tlie towdtd than , aind grew vatictit fot pn hirhi pon) the 
Eltth, yd Exhited ethers, Hs ASH ited: tnercy of the 
Lord , that they would bewite of thidfe Texchers' Who kept chern 
Fort cheLipki, & we cooftancly 4ffirrni = vir owtralfernblies, & 
alt5 ſh ochers when the Lord required in wy arthe Trghe wherewih 
Cihift Jeſts hicFevtighiaed them wis the way'to Erertial life » wit 
. pefſing forth what God had done for our couls and whar,he would 
a for as raty as beſeived and waited it his fight for [ns appearance. 
And ar thefe thivgs the Priefts and teachers of rhe people char 
| thetiwere , begar athain to fit vp the Routers , topetſecotion , 
wha wete vor wanting re Ingcrk oe in cheirday, both by whiping 
Tenn atid peer 2h { &c. which the Lord helpt 
Witnefs zgattift there; rhat 
No toreiy Awe tpon the in90cetit ,rhe Lord 
Dt out of theit S ark and oyertirt! thetti which” now E 
ds they 'Khow right welf ; 'f6 toy bei br Yo rere 
I NE We on iti cis Wotlk of? the 
Lorton an &fe&nal dgotir the Hears of Eee ying 
Ttathro enter, who belhg overcomne thereby , cam 
wich ns, and were 2ddec tots, whom the Lotdh | 
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peteakers of ecethiaF life wich us throngh Jeſas 


this moch ast6't —_— 
"the former 
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(5) 
And whenic pleaſed the Lord to lay them by ;, and to diſpoſe of. 


theſe Kingdomes intorhe hand of the King , and ofthis Town into 
the bands of other Magiſtrates , or of ſome others under him , . we. 
coprinnedourimegriry to the: Lord and our former fubjection to: 
chem that were over us in ontward chings , alwaies readily fubmic- 


{ctences, and patiently ſuffering che penalties har hath been inflicted. 
vponus, when for conſcience ſake we could not aftively fulfil what 
hath been impoſed upon us, neither hath the Magiſtrates of this town 
appeared foexrraordinary viotent in their proſecations :gain(t us as 
foine in ſome.places and at ſometimes have done, whohave endea- 
youred\ ro make the execution of Lawes theexrention of their 
wrath and malice, I ſay their moderation in this perticular we can- 
notbur confeſs, ſo far as ir hath beenexrended ro us,” neither can 
they fay-that weever exceeded the bounds of Chriſtian moderation 
towards them, making encomagement codo of conrrive anything 
avainſt ther , or any others whatſoever, fince they came imo the 
Government, bac have ſought their gaod, and wiſhed their proſpe- 
rity fo far as they ſiood inthe true ſear of Magiftracy, beinga terror 
ro the evitdoers, and a praiſe co chem that did well; neither did'we 
eyet {eek to freeonrſelves fromthe abideing and enduring ſuchpe+ 
nalties & puniſhments a3 they have inflicted ppor»ns for'the breach 
of any Law which we for con(ctence ſake conld not actually obey, 
and in this we appeal totheir own conſciences before all the wottd, 
&beforeGod,andAngels,whether they cancharge us jnſtly with-any 
refſtanceever made by us againſt the execution of any penal Law as 
vainftus, howbeir they have now in this year; we may ſay; fi 
riſer: upagainft ns with ſacks a high and cruet hand ; as is the <bie! 
of amazement rorhe Nation, andthe obje& of piry and \commiſle- 
ration toall-chart hach not loſt tuimanity , or forgor naturalafieRion, 
Oh friends where is the caoſe ofrheſe unheard of cruckriesds 
fied vpon os:? Was ever the like read of ince the diies of 


Drevels- 


#12 did Chriſtians (© calked) thovgh' Papills ever ry uporribiig- 
cent people in cheir meetings , and knock them dowr;, and wound 
and beat them inthis manner (except m time of Maffacre of Rebe]- 
lidy) we fgywharis checauſe 2: is ic decauſewe were grown tiexdy 
and umuly> didave abuſe your Ofkcers when they carne-amone wr 
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cing in-ſachthings wherein an offence did not come vpon. our con» - 
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did we threaten revenge upon you orthem , ſurely every incelligi- 
ble man. chart hears of your dealing with us, will enquice the cauſe, 
and leaſt any ſhould beleive you had juſt cauſe thus to deal with us, 
weare now (thongh we have been long ſilent) free in the fear and 
dread ofthe Lord to declarethe cauſe, that io if anydo think we de- 
ſerve what is come upon us, they may be undeceived, and the cruch 
cleared , and our cauſe pleaded by that which is juſtinall men , to 
whom this relation may come; who cangire us ſo much credit , as 
to beleive we have written the cruch, 

We being peaceably mer rogether, co wait upon the Lord accor- 
ding co our ulual manner , upen the 25th. of the 8th, monch this 
preſent year, ic beipg the firſt day of the week, there came willram 
More Mayor of the Town, to our meeting, and broke ic up, and com- 
mucred ſome to priſon whom he would, who being required to g9, 
wenc with his Officers wichour any kind of reſiſtance , to the Priſon, 
where they remain to this day , andon the next 4th. day he ſenc his 
Officersto the meeting, who broke ic up and brought divers to Pci- 
ſon, The nexc 1/4, day being the ficlt of che gth, monch , came ch! 
Mayor again, and broke up the Meeting and ſent ſome more to Pri- 
ſon, but he being noc ſatisfied with this , or thinking this nor ſufk- 
cient though it were as (he ſaid) che Execution ot the Kings Law , 
bur vpon the 10th, day of the ſame month, cauſed, or ar leaſt ſuffe- 
red a Party ofthe County Troop co come to Friends meering',who 
bear ſome, and brought ſome co Priſon, and having dane much miſ- 
chief roche Meeting place, and co the Forms , Sears and Windows 
in che ſame, chy polt away , and they being gone, the Mayor im- . 
pl a poor old man that lived neer the meeting place , r8-fiop 

riends from going inar the gate co their Meeting Chamber, who 
being cold by rhe old man that the Mayor had ſet him there to keep 
them our, though they knew he was no Officer , nor had any War- 


xant , yet they peaceably and patiencly continued their Meeting in 


the fireer; raaking not the leaſt re6fiance, and {o time after time , 
this old man was a ſufficient Guard to prevencr. us coming at our 
Meeting-houſe, and we being ingaged by the large loye of God be- 


fore mencioned, not roforſake our Teſtimony to Hirn and his truth, 


no; to forſake the aſſembling our ſelves together , thovgh: ic were 


wich ſo much diffculcy , hazard apd reproach , as co meetin the 
| {t;eer, 
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ſtreet, induring both cold andrain; Yet dare not but meet roge- 
ther, whey we felt that the'Lotd required it of us, and when ir. did 
appear that all theſe _ could not deter-or afright us from our 
ionocent Teſtimony which we had to bear tor our-God in chis place, 
then was this preſent and unparalleld tratagem found our, to wir, 
to cauſe a troop of the Kings horſemen to:come upon us with.ſuch 
violence as is hereafter mentioned, as if the execution of ct-11 Juſtice 
had been a weapon wo weak ro deal with a company of innocent peo 
le, who have neither {word nor aff to:help them, nor a will co-uſe 
them ifthey had them; Sovponthe 5, of the 10, month , came the 
Troop to this Town , & on the 6.day came about 40 of them ro the 
Me2ting on horſeback in their Armour , and armed with Swords, 
Carbines and Piſtols,crying,,Yhat 4 Drvel do ye here,and having theic 
ſwords drawn , ſome with ſwords and others with Carbines did lay 
on upon old and young, both men and women, until many were ex- 
ceedingly bruiſed, and then chaſed friends to and fro the [treers , (© 
that they became a Prey to their fury where ever they met them , 
as well as at the meeting , and others they beat thinking they had 
been Quakers, atd broke into ſeveral houſes rerifying and aftrigh- 
ting people in a very range manner; and as if all theſe wezpons 
were not ſufficient to execute their wrath uponns againſt the nexe 
firtday they got them great Clubs , and riding vp,armed z and in 
cheir Armour as before, they knockr down many in the ſireer:n ſuch 
ſort as ſome lay as dead men, and divers left their bloodop the 
place, and many had their fleſh ſo bruiſed , .and. their limbs ſo, difa+ 
' bledas they couldnot ger off their cloathes, nay nor help chemſelves 
with food divers daies after nor work at their callings vill the angyiſh 
of the blowes with thoſe clubs were mitigated, one ofwhich being 
meaſured was found above'four inches about by the rule ; and one 
Troopex bear a Friend with his drawn ſword till the blade fell our of 
the Hil) which when the ftiend ſaw, he ſaid, / will give it thee up @- 
£ain , and fo giving ic to the Souldier; ſaid, / deſire the-Loxd may wit 
lay thu daieswork tothy charge ; and they having diſperſed che mee- 
cing in ſuch ſorcas aforefaid , four. of, them mer with a poor ſickly 
man abour aquarter of a mile from che Meerting-place, and riding 
vp ro him, asked him if he were a Quaker , and ſo fell on,and beac 
bim in ſuch a manner, as-che beholders thought.he would have dy- 
ed :pon the place , and in all likelihood had been killed) had Vie 
| 4 cen 


(83 - 
'been received into a houfe near by , bar he was difhnibled for get- 
tivg his bread, or providing for his Family, and whether eyer he will 
perfetly recover we. know not, iy 
.- Andonthe 4#h, day of chat week, there came/apart ofithe Troop 
andcoming ſoon , rhey ford bur few come ; bur'cheſe men char 
were come, they beat in a'very grievous manner, and followed them 
into houſes and inner yards afoot to:beac andbruiſethem inlike 
manner 45s before. a> 
And'on the 27th, ofthe roth, month they nſed another firata- 
oem, to terrifie us withal, F3z, cey ſer cerram Centinels ' on horſe» 
back. and fome on foot, to guard the waies, where friends ſhoyld be 
driven away, and then came 3$ armed men on horſeback riding up- 
on Friends in ſuch a deſperate fort, as would have amazed any that 
had had novght bur an arm of leſhcorraſt to, and being come did 
with their Clubs and Carbines , lay on inſuch a manner, as moved 
the ftanders by to great compaſſion, and many tears, at which cime 
_ bear friends upon their heads and ſhoulders, ynril ſome recei- 
ved above one hundred blows as was' generally judged by the be- 
holders, and as they beat us away, they did but drive us upon che a- 
fore{aid Cemmels, who were prepared with ſuch cruel clubsin cheic 
hands, andſuch deliberate cruelty in their hearts , that eyery of ns 
that paſſed by then, was in a fecond jeapordy' of our lives when we 
hadeſcaped rhe body ofthe horſe , and dwersof us were that day 
beaten, till ourfleſh was curned from its natural colont , wirh che 
blood being Ropt ,- and rurned &s a jelly io rhe fleſh, and oor Limbs 
deprived oftheir natural' wfe , yerfor the bleſſed Teftimony with 
which God hathhononred us,'we dare not but give our backs co the 
fmirers though they were'and are cruel ones, and all ctheſeblows 
were accompamed with arſmceedible company of oathes and curſes, 
ww exceedingly prieyed our ſonles, as thur blowes grieved our 


_ Agiipe; onthe 34.1nſtant, there-came a company af ſouſfdiers on 
"foot, and'forneon horfeback, armed ag aforefeid, to the Meeting, at 


which time abour 60 Friends were gathered rogether-npon the 
place, andin a very furious marmer did cheyfall on as if they had in- 
" rendedrohave flainthem all , with their crn1el clubs and Carbines, 
"knocking down divers in the fireer , among whom ont pldtoen a- 
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bove ſixty yeares of age, they knockt dowh and beat in ſo nnreaſo- 
nable a manner uncill che people cryed out (evenonr enemes) ler 
that old man have no more blows , he hath enough , andhe being 
Not able to go, was fain to be lead home to his houſe. Another old 


, man of ſixty five years old was followed a great way from the mee- 


ting, by 3 on foot, and one on horſeback, and ſo beaten and briiſed 
by cheir mercileſs blows as he remainsvery ill ill of one arine, and 
whether ever it will be recovered to i:s former uſe we know not, and 
a woman being moved wich pity to ſee the old man ſo abuſed, fpoke 
to them, at which one on horſeback came vpto her , and with his 
drawn ſword gave her a cruel blow over the ſhoulders , with bitrer 
curſes and very uncivil ſpeeches not fit to be named , though nove 
very uſual for us to bear , as we were the worſt of people upon the 
earth, butcheſe rhings doth: beger us yer into a farcher. diſlike-of 
ſuch a Religion as is promoted and carried on with ſuch fruits , and 
accompanied wich ſuch violence contrary to the vatvre ofthe Lamb, 
for we have more cauſe to beleive theſe men are following the Lion 
and che Beare, and che Beaſts of prey, then the Lamb , whois meek. 
and lowely , and came not to deſtroy mens lives bur to ſave them ; 
andche wiſdome from above is firſt pure then peaceable, 3. Zames. 
7. and till chis doth more appear,we can have lictle encouragement 


ro joine with them from a principle of love, and if we ſhould Joyne. 


wich chern, only for fear, it would be hypocritie , and God and mary 
would-abhor us. | 1 p: 0:7 hv 

Andas ifall theſe crueglties were not enough for theſe men to in- 
fict upon our bodies, againſt the 6, day of this month being the 4th . 
day of the week, the ſouldiers prepated themſelves with a new kind 
of weapon to tormenr: the women friends with all ,, which made 
ſorne of them ſay, if rhey might chooſe , they had rather have been 
beaten with:their grievous Clubs, but being given vproen{ure andro 
ſuffer all things for his name ſake. who hath loved us andghed forus, 
we are Willing alſo, if it be his will to-ſuffer ir ſo ro be, even to. give 
up our lives a teſtimony for him, ſo largely hatk-be,affeRed our ſouls 
with his loving kindneſs. The weapons by which they now «hovght 
to ſatiate thei ctuel mins vpon us ,. was £O take 1700 ſpikes-4 and 
cfive rheminto the ends of their clubs, and; ſharped them wills 
File,and ſo; they might cably enter through womens clothes , ' and 


B when 
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(10) 
whedrhey came corhe Meeting, about 40 ofthemin the like man- 
ger , intheir Armour as aforeſaid, they tiruck exceeding deſperately 
tpon the men friends, endeavouring to ſtrike one man over the face 
math their Cudgels, and had in likelyhood utrer ſpoiled him, had nor 
his wife been near, who ro ſave his life endured many ſharp blowes 
her ſelf, and wich theſe iron Pikes aforeſaid, did they that day much 
harme todivyers. pricking and wounding one antient woman a wid- 
dow, of good report in this tewn, 1n no leſs then 1 2 ſeveral places 
in her fleſh, and another woman was prickt in the reins of her back, 
and divers more, too'many to mention perticularly felt the cruelty 
of this their pew (iratagemrthat day , and ifthey ſee any friend to 
move or ſtarr, when they come ar rmawares behind them , and ran 
cheſe pikes inco their fleſh, chen that they made themſelves ſport 
with all , and was as a pleaſant game unto them, oh unheard of cru- 
elty, and mercileſs chri61anity, yet theſe are them that are come to 
reform us, (as they: ſay) oh bloody reformation, oh cruel mnifira- 
non of Laty',$did Queen Aaruſe ſuch means as this to bring a 
conformity, doth nor a Spaniſh inquifirion admir of a tryal; for here- 
fe, did not the unparaletd Perſecurors in New England , firtt form 


. and make[a Law to deſtroy us before they took away our lives for 


our reftimony, and yer the King was difpleaſed therewith , and fiopr 
ctheir bloody devices, and ſurely if he were ſenfible of theſe our grie- 
yous ſufferings for a matter of Conſcience, he could not bur be mo-« 
ved with ſome compaſſion, eſpecially ſceing he hath. given us ſome 
canfe ſoro judge , inthat he harh decdared , rhat he 1s an enemy in 
tis natute to Capital and inary puniſhments, upon the account 
vf matrers of Conſcience or Religion. 

And norwichſianding all theſe things before mentioned, which: 
dayly comes pon us, yet as if this weremot enovgh , were daily 
famtmoned ro the Commiſlary Court whenthey come, and are run 
td 'ExcommuNniications, and are alſopreſenred and ſummoned roche 
cemperal Conrts, andSeffions, co anſwer the farne things, and by the 
ftarutes are fined , and becanſe for . conſcience fake we cavhor pay 
foch Fines, our goods ate frequently made.havock of ., and takena- 
way from us, abd fold, fo that chere'ts no. device that we know of 
that may make our lives uncomfortable in this world ; but is infli- 
Reed vpon ns, forme opon one and ſome ppon another, (chat we = 
truly 
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truly ſay -we have no certain portion but the Lord our God , who 
doth not fail ro comfort and refreſh and irengrhen vs , elſe we muſt 
have fainted before now, but we beleive he will nor forſake us , and 
that ſuſtains vs, and him they cannor part from us , while we abide 
fairhful in his Covenant of light and lite, unto which he hath gache- 
red us by his own mighty power, and hitherio kept us, andinghac 
eternal power, thar hath been our heſper hither to, our ſouls hall Rill 
truſt, and then we need no other power nor deliveter bur is, 

And though it be ſo that onr lives be daily in jeapordy , and our 
liberties we cannot promiſe our ſelves one day , many of us being in 
Priſon , nor our eftates we have no aſſurance of , they being un parts 

and parcels daily wrent from us todiſcharge ſuch Fines, and amerſe- 

ments as are daily impoſed pon us , ſothat indeed we haye nought 
inchis world char doth promiſe us any continuance , if we continue 
in the truth , which is the defire, yea the very purpoſe of our heatts 
in which the Lord God of Heaven and earth irengthen and confirm 
us all, rothe praiſe and glory of his holy name, who is worthy tobe 
obeyed and ſerved , thoyghic be through thoſe many tribylacions , 
and the more alſofor the incouragement ofthe joy that is ſet before 
us, and thaethrovgh many tribulations we may in due time obtain 
at entrance into the kingdome of his everlaſling reſt and peace , if 
we faint not, 

And now dear friends and brethren; who ſee or read this relation 
and true report of our grievous ſufferings , you know it is becauſe 
chat the Life 1s riſen, that the Nations are moved, and thislife is but 
one, and governeth in one manner of way , and bringerh to righre- 
ouſneſs and truth, which the Nations have rejeRed, and many peo- 
ple deſpiſed to be governed by ir, and therefore wanld -nor have ns 
governed mor rulcd by it nezther , but becauſe we baye conſenced 
rhat truth ſhall reign over Us, by its unchangeable poiver ; therefore 
doth all changeable powers wotk, and war againtt us; bur 


dear brethren chat which we defire of you at this time, and char this 

day of our ſore and ſharp tryal is this, that ye all dwelt in the poiy- 

er and fellowſhip.of hat bleſſed life , which is ariſenin and among 

you ,that inche unity,. and Rrength thereof ye may pray for us , 

that the Lord our. God may fill ſupport us, and give vs Conrage and 

wiſdot).c 2. to bear the profeſſion of his holy name , among By 
| by 0,9, B 2 an 
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and our adverfaries, and let nothing hinder your Prayers, butin the 
breathing of the one ſpirit which gave you lifein the beginning, wich 
one Conſent and wich one heart and mind, which God hath wrought 
andformed, let your ſupplications be preſented and herein fhallyou 
contribure your aſſiſtance to us, in the ſecrer Communion of the 


one holy ſeed, Chrift Jeſus our head, to whom we are joyned,, and 


while we abide in him we are as Members ofhis body , and ſenfible 
one of another . throvgh the operation of his love that hath called 
us, and begortenus to himſelf by the word of life, and as rotheſe 
our enemies, we have onely this to (ay ar preſent , the Lordjſknows 
we do both love and pitty them , and do heartily defire , they mivhr 


' never know. greater pumſhmenrt for all this evil which they have 


done unto us, then repentance and Godly forrow. that ſo they mighe 
in dnetime come to receive remiſſion and forgiveneſs before that 
day mentiovedin Ide, which Judgement will be withour remedy, 


Jude 14. 15. verſes when God will execute juogement for all hard 


ſpeeches, and ungodly deeds, and this we reſlifie unto thern, that ex- 
cept they repenr of theſe things, they will be laid rotheir charge to 
cheir perperual condemnation , who have done, or cauſed thoſe 
things to come uponus , for keeping our conſcience void of an of - 
fence, 

And though (ifthe Lord permir ) we may ſeal our Teſtimony 
with our lives as righteons Abe/ did, and many more hath done, yer 
we ſay as from the Lord, that whoſoever is the cauſe thereof, his or 
their puniſhment ſhall be too heavy for them , and more then rhey 


- will be-able ro bear, and ler ſuch conſider in tre, before ir be too 
-Jate ,' that when the innocence was berrayed into the hands of his 


Muttherers,4r was then too Hate to bring again the 3opieces of fit- 


-ver. So thefEcautions1n love to ther ſoules, we wrice,and do heart i- 


lydekie rharborh Rulers and Souldiers may be wiſe, and fear the li- 
yirg God, who knows how to preſerve them that truſt in him , Foy 
the Lord knoweth the way of the righteuws , but the way of the wicked 
fbatl periſh, 1 Pſlal, ult. 


Colcheſter this From us who are [coryfully called © na- 
11th, month | © kers in Colcheſier whoſe truſt 751» the 
1663, Lord, and our confidexce + ” © ver, and 


have no arm of fleſhtok;s, when men 
riſe up againſt #8, A 


bo 
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A Few words for the 


KING and his COUNSEL 


To Conſider of , VC. Sith I! 433 


—_—_— ,}L_———— LC Mn ——_ —— OB — —— — 
\ _ — — —ODO—_ ——— 


_H Friends (whoſe place it's and) in whoſe hands and pow - 
er it 15 to do Inftice, andtoeafe the oppreſſed , and to ſet 
them free from thoſe cruel ſvfferings [uſt aimed by thens 
laid *4nd inflifted upon them, by the hands of 6lo9d- 
thirſty men, quite contrary to any known Law of this Nation , and aiſo 
to thereaſon of any rational, ſober man, as this ſhort foregoing Relation 
aoth clearly emonſtrate. I ſay friends, how loxg hath thecry of the 1n- 
nocent been unto you , that this (and all other) kinds of oppreſſions and 
cruelty might be removed , andthe Antichriſtian yoaks and 1msp»{itions 
(which hath long been ( and ffill ts) laid up:n the Conſciences of Gods 
people) might be taken-avay, and how oft hath thecrnel ſufferings of the 
people of God (which they have ſuſtained for no other canſe but the ox- 
erciſes of their pure conſciences 1n matters of worſhip and f atth towards 
God) been preſented to your view , andthecry thereof ſounded in'your 
ears, even theſe ſeveral years paſt * But alaſs how little have you re- 
garded theſe things? and how little care have yowtaken,to eaſe the op- 
preſſed of their cruel ſufferings. nay have you not yather ſuffered cruelty 
10 be added to oppreſſion, and thereby made the ſufferings of the tynacent 
more great and grievais , let all that reads thisforefo:ng relation judge 
of this matter ; and do you not think:that the Lord' whom we ſerve will 
v:fit for theſe things, yes certainly he will, and conſider what great im- 
portions and reſtraints is laid upon the conſciences of people , 11 matters 


relating tothe worſhip of Goa, whoſe pure holy law'we Aare wot wiolate , 


though for our obedience thereunto,, we ſuffer to the lay mg down of 0:7 
kirves, and.> *not an oppreſſion exceeding all oppreſſions '»» preſcribe: a 
way for,” .. worſhip God and. to compel them (or to g0 about to com- 


Rel them ) to conforme thereunto , when they are perſwaded in their own 
- CON=- 
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-conſcrences, that :t is not the way in which they (hall be accepted of God 


yea ſurely this 1s acruelty exceeding all exxelties, And really Friends 
this I tell you rw rightednſneſs, aud 1n Gods holy fear , that the ſpirit of 
the Lord 15 greatly grieved with theſe things , andfor theſe things ſake 
the wrath alafors diſpleaſure of the Lord did break forth ag ainſt rboſe 
that were in anthority _—_— you, and he removed them , and broke and 
ſcattered them as though they never had a day, And Tou did the Lord 
bring in as 4 Rod and a ſcourge upon them, and hath given you a day, 


wherein you might have wrought, and done good both for your ſelves and 


orhers * But alas, how have you ſquandred anay your pretrous tine, and 
given your ſelves to vanity, and pleaſures, and athing of nought , and 


have net conſidered the affiict:ons of the eppref ed (uffering people » 

God , but bavelet neany of them jo Rector og Peake 4 
holes and proſons ; ſurely the Lord ſees and takes nonce. of thoſe 
things, and when y wr ſins and 1n14uities are ſet inorder befort you, and 
every one called ro an account for every deed done inthe body ,then will 
theſe things be upon you, as 4 burthento&heauy for you tobtar, and then 
you will know and confeſs, that you have but. even badly requited the 
Lords love to you ,who ſeut many tender viſitations wnto you , and many 
warnings bj the mouths of bus ſervants , and meſſengers, And ſtill this 


- bath been. our cry , or the cry of the ſpirit of the Lord through us , let 
Conſcience go free, and let oppreſſion of mens conſorences be no more , and 


y0u have oft beentold by the ſervants of God, that if you perſiſt tnlay- 
mg impoſitions upon the Conſciences of Gods people (which ought to be 
left free to his ordering ) that then that would be the very thing which 
would break you in preces, and bring the hot diſpleaſure of the Lord upon 
you, and if ary Prophet or any one who profeſſeth himſelf A Prophet or 

ger of God , ſpall tell you or perſwage you that theſe things are 
ettrae: or. ſhall notauwine to paſs which hath been rotd you, thow Þ tell 
yu plainly and trulythat Prophet or Meſſenger 15n0t of God, nor was at 
all ſemt.of rms , but ſhall in time be manief to you to be adecerver : 
wherefore friends, hearkes to the cry of the ſpirit of the Lord, and do 


' juſtly, and love mercy, and eaſe the oppreſſed, and take away theſe 11m- 


ſitrons lard upon the conſciences of Gods people, or elſe aſſuretiy all the 
ds  hry by the Lord through bis ſervants ,"ſhall and will 
#navoydenbly cone upon you, and hewill remove youh © "atftreached 


arm of power , and place ſhall no more be found for yo for __ 


(15). 
hom he everthrew before you , and then ſhall you kyow that you bave 
been forewarned of theſe things from the mouth of the Lord, And friends 


I am moved to tell you, that this oppreſſion of impoſiug wes upon the 


conſciences of people which they are fully perſwaded by the ſpirit of the 
Zord they ought not to do and impoſing a reftraint upon then: from ſuch - 
things which in their conſciences they are perſwaded (the Ford requires 
of thens,) and they ought to do, T ſay this 15 a fin that continually evies 
14 the eares of the God of heaven, aud if thrs oppreſſion þe not vemeved” 
by you, aud conſrience wu to God, who will have the prehenmuenss 
thereof (for he hath regard to the cries of the oppreſſed) then will he affur- 
redly by hisown hand of love, and arm of power , prepare and findout#” 
way in which. he will bring free liberty of conſcience to his people, and 
will remove all oppreſſion , and his ptople ſhall ſerve him -withou fear \ 
and inth at day fhall we be clear of your blogd who have warned you. 
And Friends, count me not your enemy . neither be offended with me 
becaenſe I tell you the truth, and deal plainly with you, for you will mm 
the end find that we are your bet friends that doth ſo, and they that flat- 
ter youwith fair ſpeeches and feigned expreſſions ( admiring your perſons 
for advantage (which hath alwates been the cuſtome of the falſe Pro- 


. - Phets and hirelings ſoto da). telling you that your way tobe eſtabliſhed tn 


peace and ſafety , is by compelling all ſorts of people to one way or Wniforms 
in matters of Worſhip, &'c. 1 ſay unto you that inthe end you wil! find 
theme to be the greateſt enemies you have upon the earth : And then you 
ſhallremensber that you were told of theſe things, For friends bath not 
that very thing (viz, ) compulſion in ſpiruual matters , been the Origi- 
nal cauſe of all theſe late yars and buſlings, killing and devouring ons 
of anther that hath been in theſe Nations, ſurely allthat are wiſe and 
of an underftanding heart 0..unot but ſee it tobe ſo, and þew is it poſſi- 
ble that you ſhould be ſecure, and in ſafety while the minds of people are 
ſo diſquieted in them, and while they are ſo diſſatisfied, becauſe of ge 
great inspoſitions that ts laid np5n peoples conſciences ; ſurely were this 
occaſion taken away , the diſtemper would ſoon be qualified. 

And as for us, you know that we are a peaceable, quiet , harmeleſs peo- 
ple, and to meddle with a carnal ſword , thereby, or any other way what- 
ſoever, to diſturb the peace of the Nation we do utterly deny, for we de- 
fire that peace and proſperity in righteouſneſſe may be unto you all , and 
that we (under you ) may live aquits and peaceable life in all godlineſ. 
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and honeſty , 'and it 1s well known that we have ſo bebaved our ſelves 
ro. have ſnſpscion of 215 10 be'Plotters , or fighters, or in any wiſe di(tur- 
bers of the peace of the Nation ; therefore according to the King s Word , 
and bis many promiſes , we eught to haye the ltheity of our Conſciences 
in Spiriewal matters, andif any do Plot or conrive , tending to the di- 


ſince we were apeople wntoGod ,that we never fave the leſt occaſion to any 


ftenrbiug of the peace of the Nation, although they have intimes 


4 07-204) at any tre come amongſt us , yet they are not of us , yei- 
4 aa we #nit1.at allwith ſuch, And of this you have bad large ex- 


peri HEE CONCer mag os , ſo.the Lord ( if it: be bys bleſſed will) open jour. 


ſtandings that you may ſee how to chooſe the out and reſuſe the . 


BP AISIPRIAITIRG | Fl OS, I. Coale, 
EBPS..\ London this I5,0f the , 
I1, month, 1663, 
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: Exid, that ſo you 1647 follow that which will makg for your preſent ſafe-. 
| '\\ 4 $7 404 [eciriey , 624 jour everlaſting peace avd happineſs. 
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